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Hello from the Head Teacher 

 

As usual we have been having lots of wonderful learning opportunities recently,  

including the visit from our real life lambs and rabbits, doing lots of mark making with 

paints on a large scale and writing with pencils. All the age groups have been focus-

sing on the story ‘Dear Zoo’ and the older children have been writing their own ver-

sions of the story which are fabulous and very amusing!   

 

The children love to explore the outdoors and water play even more than ever 

when the weather is warm, as it has been recently. Please see the notifications on 

the app about Sun Safety. Don’t worry if you forget your child’s hat as we have 

Nursery hats.  The ground around Nursery does get very dry and dusty when it’s hot 

therefore the children do get grubby no matter how many times they have wipes or 

washes throughout the day. Sun cream also seems to act as a dust glue! Please en-

sure your child does not wear anything too special or expensive for Nursery. 

 

Thank you to all our parents for your interest and support attending our Parent Work-

shops and courses so far this year. Please see Diary Dates for our Imagination Library 

Workshop next Thursday . As you know we are working very hard at the moment to 

get ready for our Summer Fair and any further donations and offers of help on the 

day will be very much appreciated. As you know, fundraising is really important, es-

pecially in the current   political and economic climate. 

 

Best Wishes, Tara 

Newsletters are sent out monthly and include all the information you need to know relating to 

all the age groups 0-4 years. You will receive lots of  other information in addition to the news-

letter about your child’s learning and development. If, for some reason, you don’t receive a 

copy of the newsletter, they will be available for you via OurSchoolsApp, in the Nursery en-

trance, on the  notice board in the pram shelter and on our website.  

OurSchoolsApp 
 

Please can all parents 
download the App if you 
haven't done so already. 
Important dates, events 
and information are all 

processed through here 
on a weekly basis. 

 
Just search for 

‘OurSchoolsApp’ in 
Google Play Store or Apple 

Store, once downloaded 
enter Newtown Nursery 
School or postcode BB8 
0HW and press search. 

Newtown Nursery should 
then be displayed. To   
continue, press ‘OK’ to 

con- firm. 

    Newtown Summer Fair– Saturday 18th May 
 

Thank you to all the parents and staff that have been bringing in donations for the  
Summer Fair. We are extremely grateful and would be pleased to accept any offers of 

help for the day. 
We are still in need of more bottles and chocolates for our Tombola Stalls. 

Our focus this week will be for the Cake Stall. 
Tickets are now on sale all week for the Raffle at a £1 per strip just ask at the Office or 

any member of staff. Lots of great prizes from our local businesses. Such as, Meal for 2, Pamper Days and Days Out, 

Imagination Library 
 

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is a 60 volume set of books carefully selected by a 
panel of experts for children aged 0-5. Each month a new, carefully selected book will 
arrive by mail in your child’s name and be delivered directly to your home. Best of all it 

is free. There is no cost or obligation to your family.  
 

All children who attend Newtown will receive the books. All you have to do is sign the Registration Form. Six to eight 
weeks after your Registration Form has been received, books will begin arriving at your home and will continue until 
your child turns five or you move out of the area. All the children who have started in the Spring Term are now regis-

tered and those who have started this Summer Term are currently being inputted into the system. 
 

This is an amazing opportunity to support your child’s literacy skills and life long love of books.  This is all possible as 
we are part of a pilot in Pendle through our work with the Pendle Challenge and Pendle Reading Challenge. Our 

School  put in a bid for funding from the Pendle Challenge and was successful in securing funding to be able to offer 
this to all our children. This is an amazing opportunity for the children who attend our School. 

 



Dates for your diary 
 
 
Saturday 18th May -   Summer Fair - Our annual Summer Fair- 11.00 am to 1.00 pm.  Please come along. 
 
Monday 20th May-  Research Project  Week 
 
Thursday 23rd May– 9.30-11.00– Imagination Library Workshop with Lancashire Adult Learning 
 
Friday 24th May- Wednesday 5th June- Mid-Term Closure - Nursery School closes at 3.45 pm and re-opens on Wednesday 
5th June at 8.45 am.  For children that access Full – Year Provision the School will be closed on Bank Holiday Monday 27th 
May.  
 
Tuesday 9th July- Nursery School- Leavers Trip- Children that are leaving us at the end of term to start Primary School will 
be going on a full day trip to Brockholes Nature Reserve. As in previous years the Nursery School will close on this day for the 
other children.  A separate letter with more information will be sent out  after the Half – Term break. 

 
W/C 1st/ 8th/ 15th July- Progress Meetings -  More information will be given out  nearer the time with your child’s allocated 
day and time. 

 

Thursday 18th July- Summer Party Day 
 

Staffing Update 

 
We are please to announce that Savanna is re-
turning form Maternity Leave in June. Sue Parr 
will be continuing to work with us until then and 
we are grateful for Sue’s hardwork and commit-

ment to the School.  
 

We have recruited a new member of staff to the 
School who is currently based with the 0-3’s. 

Hayley Ellacott is an experienced Practitioner and 
is already proving to be a great asset to the team. 

Welcome Hayley! 
 

We will also be having some work experience 
students this term. 

Governing Body 
Our Governing Body is made up of key 
stake holders including parents, staff, 

community and Local Authority represent-
atives. We are looking for a new parent 
governor. To find out more about the        

Governing Body and the Parent  Governor 
vacancy please speak to Tara. A  letter 
will be sent with      further information. 

Integrated Review - 2 Year Development Checks  
 

Please can we remind parents that if your child has had or is 
due their 2 year development check (takes place with your 
Health Visitor between the ages of 2 & 3 years) we need a 
copy of the form you are given to pass onto Nursery. Your 

Health Visitor should tell you this, if you don’t have the form 
you can bring in your Red Book, in which your Health Visitor 

will have completed a page and we can take a copy. 

RESEARCH PROJECT WITH MANCHESTER METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY 
 

Following on from our interesting research project last year we were approached again by Curious Minds 
and invited to become Specialist Leaders in Cultural Education. Curious Minds are a Cultural Arts organi-
sation who receive funding from various sources, including the Government – Department for Education 

and work closely with Universities to undertake research as part of their work.  Along with MMU and Curi-
ous Minds we have identified an organisation called Primed for Life to deliver our research project for us. 
This is going to focus on transitions for children and how they move from one activity to the next through-
out the day and how this can be supported through dance and movement which in turn will support devel-
oping their sense of well-being and impact on their learning. The initial focus will involve children who ac-

cess After – School provision. The university require consent forms as this is a piece of academic re-
search so we may be asking you to sign a form. Anne O’Connor and Anna Daly from Primed for Life will 

be working with us. Anne is a prominent figure in Early Years and is an educational trainer and well 
known author of academic books. Anna is a classically trained dancer, co-author and trainer.  

Please ask a member of staff if you would like to know more. 


