
Tip of the Week. 

As we move into the Summer Term we are once again reviewing the 

children’s Personalised Learning Targets. One of our Maths Targets    

involves estimating a number of seen objects and then checking by 

counting them. 

Initially, before children can begin to understand this skill they need to 

show an awareness of small and big numbers. Do they understand 

that 15 is a bigger number than 3?  

Once your child has begun to understand this you can then find    

simple ways to estimate seen objects around them. Children need 

lots of visual clues to help them understand lots of concepts. When 

out shopping compare a bunch of grapes to a bag of satsumas—

there will be many more grapes to see.  

Another  example is how many apples are in the fruit bowl? Ask you 

child to say how many they think they can see first and then count 

them to check. Collect natural objects on a treasure hunt, then sort 

them into groups and estimate how many there are before counting 

each group. You could also ask them how many red cars do you 

think you will see in the way to Nursery and then count them on the 

way. At first, your child may say a number that you know will be much 

less than the number of objects seen, but the more you are able to 

try different activities the more understanding your child will gain and 

begin to estimate more accurately. 

Please don’t forget we welcome any feedback you are able to give. 

We don’t always expect written work, a brief word with your child’s 

Key Person will suffice. If you find it difficult to use these Tips each 

week please keep them as they may offer a prompt when you are 

next out and about or have some spare time at home. 

 


