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Hello from the Head Teacher 

 

As usual we have been having lots of wonderful learning opportunities recently,  including the 

visit from our real life lambs, observing our tadpoles and learning lots about ‘Water, Wonderful 

Water!’ 

 

Thank you to all our parents for your interest and support attending our Parent Workshops. As 

you know we are working very hard at the moment to get ready for our Summer Fair and any 

further donations and offers of help on the day will be very much appreciated. As you know, 

fundraising is really important, especially in the current   political and economic climate. 

 

I think it is important to make you aware of the funding situation in Schools and Early Years 

Provision and how this is affecting us. Over the past couple of years costs have been         

increasing at a much higher rate than increases in funding. The increases that we have had 

to make to wages, National Insurance contributions  and pensions  mean it is impossible to 

‘balance the books’ at the moment.  30 hours Free Entitlement is a  fabulous concept and 

greatly needed by many working families and we are proud to be able to offer this as a high 

quality School based model to a high proportion of our children. However, the funding that 

we   receive for this is minimal and does not actually  cover the costs. Rising costs and the 

cuts to funding in 2015/16 and 2016/17 are a  national issue but it is a real issue for us. The 

Head Teacher and Governing Body are investing lots of time and hard work into making  

important and difficult decisions that will ensure this School and the provision we offer will 

remain sustainable and of the  highest quality in the coming years. Inevitably, there may 

need to be some changes but be reassured these will always be in the best interests of your 

children and families for the long term.  

 As you may know, Nursery Schools offer the highest quality of all sectors of the education 

system and have the highest proportion of Good and Outstanding Ofsted ratings across all 

Primary, Secondary, Special Schools and Further Education. Always remember that Newtown 

is Colne’s only Nursery School and follows the same Ofsted framework as all other Schools. 

Other Nurseries are not inspected in the same way or have the same Statutory Responsibilities 

that Nursery Schools have. This ensures your children receive high quality and achieve good 

outcomes. Nursery Schools across the country provide the best outcomes for children,      

particularly disadvantaged children, children form poorer backgrounds and also children 

with Special Education Needs.  We appreciate your interest and support. 

Best Wishes, Tara 

 Newsletters are sent out monthly and include all the information you need to know 

relating both to the Nursery School and Early Years Centre. You will receive lots of  

other information in addition to the newsletter about your child’s learning and         

development.  

You will receive a copy of the monthly Newsletter via our new Parent App. 

Our new app has now 
been launched, have 

you downloaded it 
yet? 

 
Please can parents 

download the App if you 
haven't done so already. 
Important dates, events 
and information are all 

processed through here 
on a weekly basis. 

 
Just search for 

‘OurSchoolsApp’ in 
Google Play Store or Apple 

Store, once downloaded 
enter Newtown Nursery 
School or postcode BB8 
0HW and press search. 

Newtown Nursery should 
then be displayed. To   
continue, press ‘OK’ to 

confirm. 

    Newtown Summer Fair– Saturday 19th May 
 

Thank you to all the parents and staff that have been 
bringing in donations for the Summer Fair.  

We are still in need of more sweets and chocolates for 
our Tombola Stalls. 

Our focus this week will be for the Cake Stall, you are 
welcome to bring cakes (any sizes), buns, muffins,   

biscuits etc. 
 
 

Tickets are now on sale at the office all week at a £1 per strip. 
Lots of great prizes from our local businesses. Such as, 2x  big 

dumper trucks the dumper moves and has sounds,                 
£50 Sainsbury’s vouchers, various meal vouchers, Thornton Hall Farm passes 

and many more! 



Dates for your diary 
 
Friday 18th May - Royal Wedding Picnic  - Children will be enjoying snack outside with blankets in a royal ‘Garden   
Party’ style 
 
Saturday 19th May - Royal Summer Fair  - Our annual Summer Fair will start at 11.00 am to 1.00 pm 

 
Monday 21st May -  Walk to School  - Teddy Toddle -  A permission slip will be sent out this week along with 
sponsor forms if you would like your child to take part. All proceeds go to Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital 
Charity. 
 

Friday 25th May - Mid-Term Closure - Nursery School closes at 3.45 pm and re-opens on Monday 4th June at 
8.45 am. The Early Years Centre will be open as usual for children who access a full year place, apart from bank 
holiday Monday 28th May 

 
Friday 15th June - Den Day - Save the Children Charity, more information to follow 

 
W/C 25th June - 0-3’s Progress Meetings - Your child’s Key Person will inform you of days and times available the 
week before 
W/C 2nd July - Nursery School Progress Meetings -  Drop in session, times and days will be given for your child’s  
specific group 

 
Nursery School Leavers Trip - In the second half of the Summer Term our School leavers will be going on a full day trip, 
like last year the Nursery School will close on this day for the other children. If your child accesses  extended care,       
provision will be made for this. More information and the date will be confirmed shortly. 

Staffing Update 

 
Donna will be retiring on 25th May after 9 years at          
Newtown. We would like to thank Donna for her              

commitment and wish her all the best for a long and  
happy retirement. 

 
Katherine will also be starting her Maternity Leave on 

25th May and is looking forward to the birth of her       
baby– will it be a boy or a girl? Best wishes to Katherine 

and her partner. 
 
After some deliberation Stacey has decided to look into 
her options as she considers a career change. She will 

miss the children but we wish her well and are really 
pleased that she will be able to take  up some of the   

exciting opportunities that are out there. 
 
Sheridan O’Hanlon is really enthusiastic about joining the 
team and she will be working in the afternoons with the    

Under 3’s. 

Governing Body 

 
Our Governing Body is made up of key stake holders 

including parents, staff, community and Local        
Authority representatives. We are looking for a new 

parent governor. To find out more about the        
Governing Body and the Parent  Governor vacancy 

please speak to Tara. A  letter will be sent with      
further information. 

Integrated Review - 2 Year Development Checks  
 

Please can we remind parents that if your child has had 
or is due their 2 year development check (takes place 

with your Health Visitor between the ages of 2 & 3 years) 
we need a copy of the form you are given to pass onto 
Nursery. Your Health Visitor should tell you this, if you 
don’t have the form you can bring in your Red Book, in 

which your Health Visitor will have completed a page and 
we can take a copy. 

Royal Wedding Learning Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our focus in Nursery next week will be centred 
around the Royal Wedding. If parents have any 
photographs of weddings or children’s dressing 

up such as waistcoats or white dresses, anything 
wedding related, please can you bring these into 

Nursery for us to use with children throughout 
various activities. 

Did you know…… 
 
14th May—14th June is       
National Smile Month? 
 
When cleaning your child’s 
teeth it is recommended that 
children up to 3 years use only 
a smear of regular family fluoride toothpaste. 
 
Children 3-6 years use a pea sized amount of family    
fluoride toothpaste. 
 
Happy Smile Month. 


