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Playing together 
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17.03.20 

Dear Parents 

I am writing to update you on the latest information relating to the Coronavirus (COVID-19). As you will 
be aware we are following the guidance relating to hand washing and hygiene and have the posters     
relating to Coronavirus in Educational settings displayed around School and on the Our Schools App 
which we advise you to read if you haven’t already. 

We have also been giving out the poster that has diagrams of recommended hand washing routines 
which we encourage you to use with your children at home as we have been in School. Staff are support-
ing children with regular handwashing including when they arrive in School at the start of their session 
and we encourage you to get your children to wash their hands before leaving home and when they re-
turn after School. 

As it stands at the time of writing this there are no plans to close the School, in line with the Government 
Advice as of yesterday. 

The DfE has launched a helpline to help answer questions about Coronavirus which parents can contact 
by ringing 0800 046 8687. 

We are receiving updates from the Government each day and the Local Authority, Lancashire County 
Council, is working closely with Schools to provide us with up to date information, advice and guidance. 
We will keep you fully informed of any further actions the School needs to take. 

The most common symptoms of Coronavirus (COVID- 19) are a new, continuous cough or high tempera-
ture. For most people Coronavirus will be a mild infection. 

The current government guidance states that adults, young people and children should stay at home if 
they are unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature to avoid spreading the infection to 
others. Otherwise they should attend work and education as normal. 

If children become unwell onsite with a new, continuous cough or high temperature they should be sent 
home and advised to follow staying at home guidance. This includes the advice that if you live with     
others and you or one of them have symptoms of Coronavirus, then all household members must stay at 
home and not leave the house for 14 days. The 14 day period starts from the day when the first person in 
the house became ill. It is likely that people living in the house will infect each other or be infected       
already. Staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of infection the household 
could pass on to others in the community. For anyone in the household who starts displaying symptoms, 
they need to stay at home for 7 days from when the symptoms appeared, regardless of what day they 
are on in the original 14 day period. 
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The government guidance also states that if you can, move any vulnerable individuals (such as 
the elderly and those with underlying health conditions) out of your home, to stay with friends or 
family for the duration of the home isolation period. If you cannot move vulnerable people out of 
your home, stay away from them as much as possible. 

If you have Coronavirus symptoms: do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital. You do not 
need to contact 111 to tell them you are staying at home. Testing for Coronavirus is not needed 
of you are staying at home. Wash your hand regularly for 20 seconds, each time using soap and 
water, or use hand sanitiser. If you feel you cannot cope with your symptoms at home, or your 
condition does not get better after 7 days, then use the NHS 111 online (https://111.nhs.uk)   
Coronavirus service. If you do not have internet access, call NHS 111. 
 

We have attached some guidance that we have received in relation to Early Years settings. 
There are recommended websites that we will be using with the children to help them learn and 
understand more about what is happening. If children do need to stay off School to self- isolate or 
in the case that the School needed to close at some point in the future there are lots of websites 
and recommended resources on this document that you should refer to in order to support your 
child to continue their learning at home. Please have a look at the resources even if your child is 
not going to be absent from School, as they are very useful to support their learning at anytime. 

I would like to thank you all for you cooperation and support and for all your very calm and    
measured responses during this very difficult and somewhat confusing time for us all. 

The Governors, myself and all the staff are continually keeping up to date with the latest advice 
and guidance and remain absolutely committed to the care and education of your young children. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff for their very caring but resilient and 
committed approach to the care of the children and the continuation of their learning. Our     
sponsored egg hunt today gave much joy to the children, in these complex times, as will all the 
other exciting learning opportunities we have planned in the coming weeks. 

Yours Faithfully 

Tara Entwistle 


