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Playing together 
         Learning together 
                   Growing together 

School Closure 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
As you will be aware, the Government have taken the step of closing schools from Monday 23

rd
 

March in order to help to stem the spread of Covid-19 (Coronavirus). The Government’s        
Principle One is ALL CHILDREN SHOULD STAY AT HOME IF POSSIBLE.   
 
The announcement to close Schools was done at extremely short notice and came a day after 
Schools were told by the Government to stay open. We have been working hard to make plans 
that ensure the pupils can still take part in meaningful learning activities. These activities include 
sharing the library books, in many different ways, that have been sent home, supporting your 
children with Maths and other home learning activities that are in their pack. Please also refer to 
the list of recommended websites that was on the attachment that was sent out on the app on 
Wednesday. This information is also on the website, just click on the What’s New section.  
There is a pack available for every child, please call into School today to collect one if your child 
has been absent. 
 
However, in order to ensure that people designated as 'key workers' (as defined by the        
Government, please see attached) can continue to work, the Government has determined that 
schools should remain open for this group of children. Attendance for this group of pupils is    
optional and parents should keep children away if possible. As the reason for this partial closure 
of schools is to help prevent the spread of the Coronavirus, we would urge parents to make    
alternative arrangements where possible. In the words of the Government, 'the fewer children 
making the journey to school, and the fewer children in educational settings, the lower 
the risk that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society'. 
Please help by keeping your child/ren at home if at all possible. 
 
Schools have also been asked to remain open for pupils who are defined as 'vulnerable'         
according to Government-determined criteria. Attendance for this group of pupils is compulsory 
and you will be notified if your child is in this group. 
 
If your child does not meet any of these strict criteria, school will not be open for them 
until further notice.  
 
If your child meets these criteria they may attend school if alternative arrangements cannot be 
made. Fees will be applicable as usual. Remember, if it is at all possible for children to be at 
home, then they should be. 

PTO 



At the moment staff are still required to work, for some this may be from home. Please ensure you 
have OurSchoolsApp and check it regularly as we will continue to post information and updates 
during the period of School Closure. We will also be using the App and the website to continue to 
support children’s; home School learning at this time. Progress meetings that have been planned 
in over the next couple of weeks will understandably be postponed, we will let you know if and 
when these will be re-arranged. If you wish to discuss anything in more detail at this time about 
your child’s learning and progress, staff will be available for telephone conversations in School 
next week. 
 

The decision to close Schools has been taken by the Government and has been designed to    
prevent unnecessary social contact to help overcome the spread of Coronavirus. Please support 
your child/ren's learning by enabling them to carry out their learning activities that will be provided 
by the school. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and patience during this incredibly difficult and uncertain time. 
Your support is greatly valued. If you have any further queries, or would like anything to be        
explained in more depth, please contact us by telephone or alternatively you may email: 
 
bursar@newtown.lancs.sch.uk 
 
Telephone: 01282 864411 
 

Yours Faithfully 

Tara Entwistle 

Tara Entwistle 

Head Teacher 
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