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Playing together 
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21 May 2020 
Dear Parents 
 
I am writing to update you on the phased re-opening of the School. As a maintained Nursery School we 
are following guidance for Schools and referring to additional guidance for Early Years and Childcare 
providers during the Coronavirus outbreak. 
 
In line with this guidance we will begin welcoming back all children as of 8th June, starting with priority 
groups as defined by the Government followed by a number of phased returns. The guidance does not 
specify a date by which all children should return to School, but asks Schools to begin a phased return in 
a way that is measured and reduces risks. (Children of Critical Workers and those categorised as        
vulnerable will return as currently in place as of 3rd June).  
 
Following our initial planning during the last two weeks, all parents will by now have received a personal 
phone call from the Teachers explaining the phased return and the proposed date for your child’s return.  
You will be contacted again after the School Holiday between the 3rd and 5th June to confirm details. 
Bear in mind Government might update their guidance or make further decisions by then. You will be 
kept updated if anything changes, also, as always please ensure you check the app for regular updates.  
 
If you feel unclear or unsure in anyway, please contact the School as we are really keen to address any 
worries or concerns and avoid any misunderstandings. There are always staff available to answer your 
call as there has been throughout the School closure. Do be aware that w/c 25th May School will be 
closed for the Spring Bank Holiday and 1st and 2nd June for INSET Days. 
 
The latest scientific advice to Government states that:  
 
‘Limiting the number of children going back to School initially, then gradually increasing numbers, guided 
by scientific advice, reduces risk of increasing the rate of transmission’.  
 
Therefore, we are making changes to how we are organised and putting measures in place to reduce 
risk in line with this advice and other Government guidance. We are limiting the amount of contact        
between different groups of children such as reducing class sizes and keeping to smaller groups within 
this. Children will be kept within their same groups and same classrooms each day. Additional protective 
measures have also been put in place such as increased cleaning, ongoing cleaning and sanitising  of 
the things that people touch throughout the day, ensuring frequent hand-washing and good respiratory 
hygiene - “Catch it, Kill it, Bin it”. Other protective measures we will be implementing include: 
 
• removing items from the classrooms that are not immediately necessary, such as soft toys and soft 

furnishings 
• organisation of learning and activities so that children stay in their small groups and that equipment 

is cleaned in between different groups using it and multiple groups not using it simultaneously 
• ensuring the classroom is well ventilated with lessons and activities taking place outdoors as much 

as possible 
• supporting children to wash their hands as soon as they arrive and immediately before they leave 

and we ask you to do the same at home 
• teaching children about social distancing and protective measures in an age appropriate way 

through books, pictures, games and songs 
 
 
 



The School is following Government guidance on implementing protective measures in Education and 
Childcare settings to help us reduce the risk of transmission as more children return.  We have carried 
out a risk assessment before opening to more children and have put measures in place; this risk          
assessment will be continually reviewed. This may mean that organisational changes could happen    
during phased returns, are number one priority is to keep everyone in the School community as safe as 
possible. We will not hesitate to change set plans if this is deemed necessary in line with our on-going 
risk assessment. 
 
In line with what we know, the Government guidance states ‘unlike older children and adults early years 
and Primary aged children cannot be expected to remain 2 metres apart from each other and staff. In 
deciding to bring more children back to early years and schools, we are taking this into account.’ The 
guidelines for social distancing of young children is in relation to four main points which the School is     
implementing, as referred to previously. These are:  
 
• avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms 
• frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practices 
• regular cleaning of settings  
• minimising contact and mixing 
 
Please be aware that there will be some mixing within the children’s separate groups due to the nature of 
the young children, the need for appropriate activities to be provided and the layout of the provision.  
Wherever groups can be kept apart they will be, however, Government Guidance highlights that brief, 
transitory contact as people pass each other is low risk. 
 
To minimise adult to adult contact and limit the number of people entering the building we will be         
operating different drop off and pick up protocols. This includes, using separate drop-off points to  reflect 
the bubbles of children that will be kept separate on opposite sides of the building. This is in line with 
your child’s usual classroom. Parents of children aged 0-3 years will need to come down the main drive, 
the gates will be open and through the wooden gates to the entrance doors at the side of the building. 
(one door will give access to 0-2’s and the other to 2-3’s). Parents of children aged 3-4 years will use the 
small gate entrance which will be propped open, down the ramp, through the open shutter at the side of 
the building and use the door that opens onto the outdoor area. This will be clearly signposted on arrival 
and you will be supported by staff. Please hand your child over as swiftly as possible. Your child may  
understandably be a little unsettled returning to their routine but a quick separation will help to reduce 
their anxiety. Staff are well prepared and experienced to support them to resettle.  
 
In line with guidance, we ask that only one parent  drops off and picks up and that you avoid bringing any 
other children with you, if at all possible.  We ask that parents maintain social distancing and do not  
gather in groups around  the School. We will put a link to safer travel guidance for passengers on our 
app. As part of the phased return it will be necessary to stagger drop off and pick up times, this means 
that your child’s usual session time may be reduced for now. We will contact each parent with details of 
this. 
 
Whilst we know that regular attendance at School is crucial to children’s educational outcomes we will be 
operating strict procedures at this time in relation to any children that seem unwell in any way. If your 
child begins to display any possible symptoms of Coronavirus whilst at School, you will be asked to come 
and collect them immediately. Please ensure your emergency contact details are up to date with the   
office, and that we will be able to contact you at all times if necessary whilst your child is at School. Do 
not send your child to School if they, or anyone in your household is displaying any possible symptoms of 
Coronavirus. 
 
We very much appreciate your on-going support and understanding and ask you to work together with us 
on this.  Whilst this is a worrying and often confusing time, I would like to assure you the staff here have 
worked tirelessly and in a truly altruistic way throughout this time and are absolutely committed to      
continuing to do this whilst we work through this phased return providing education, care, stability and 
routine again for all children.  
 
We look forward to speaking with you soon and to seeing you and your child back at School as soon as 
we safely can.  
 
Please continue to Keep Safe and Keep Well. 
Yours Faithfully 

Tara Entwistle                                                                                                                                         
Head Teacher 

 


